Diffiuse lung disease is one of the most challenging conditions that a respiratory physician is called upon to diagnose and treat. This short book edited by Robert Baughman and Ronald du Bois provides a wealth of commonsense information and an excellent overview of this challenging area. The book is divided into two parts, the first giving a basic overview of the subject whilst the second deals with specific disease entities. Each chapter has a comprehensive reference section for those who wish to look further into any specific aspect of these diseases.
Chapter one provides a useful clinical overview emphasizing the enormous spread of diseases that can present in this way. The importance of taking a comprehensive history including eliciting occupational and environmental factors is emphasized together with useful clues found on physical examination. The outline of the radiology given in the introduction is expanded in an excellent chapter by Drs Wells and Hansell. The way that CT and HRCT have made such a difference to the characterization of these diseases is provided in detail and the section on radiological changes seen in specific conditions provides an excellent quick and practical reference for both the clinician and general radiologist.
The pathology sections are well illustrated with colour plates and there is a welcome emphasis on how clinicians can interpret the reports. The chapter on bronchoalveolar lavage emphasizes its limitations as well as its diagnostic value. The caveats at the end of each disease specific section are particularly useful and the many bullet points facilitate quick reference.
Classification of diffuse lung disease is a changing field and often confusing to the general respiratory physician. The chapter by Drs Collard and King provides a comprehensive overview emphasizing the importance of identifying the clinical subtypes which influence survival and treatment. The poor response and mortality of IPF clearly comes out in this chapter. The chapters on treatments provide the clinician with an up to date and authoritative view of this difficult area. Newer and experimental therapies are discussed and there is a very useful overview ofprognostic features of IPF. This chapter helps the clinician with the difficult issue of 'should every patient be treated?' Part two of the book is entirely devoted to specific disease entities. Each chapter is an authoritative monograph on a particular disease by a current expert in the field. These chapters provide a state of the art overview, including classification, clinical features, investigations, pathology, physiology, management and prognosis. Each section is detailed, well referenced and is laid out in a logical and accessible way.
The final chapter brings together the problems of managing interstitial lung disease in a number of short illustrative cases mainly supplied by Robert Baughman. Each case poses an important clinical question which illustrates the disease under discussion. The answers provide an insight into how clinical experts view patient management.
In conclusion this well written and well presented book provides a much needed and accessible overview of diffuse lung disease.
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